Mixed Media       Art Grades 7-8	Mondays 1-2pm	
Teacher: Liz Wertz    715-307-4503    eliz.wertz@gmail.com

I’m so excited to finally offer a separate class for my middle schoolers! This year we’ll be diving into mixed media projects, where we’ll be exploring some unusual and unexpected art materials to create incredible 2D and 3D artworks. We’ll be doing a little bit of everything, from drawing with markers and colored pencils, to scratch board, watercolors, bookmaking and paper marbling, collage, acrylic painting, basketry, and found object sculpture! Our goal this year is to explore, create, and have fun while refining skills like drawing from a reference, studying the style of well-known artists, and working with media that help us grow in new ways.  
Homework: The bulk of our projects will be completed in class, but on occasion students may be asked to research an artist/technique, do preliminary sketches, or complete unfinished artwork at home. This will be communicated in class as well as via my weekly email updates. 
REQUIRED MATERIALS:  
Your student should keep a paint shirt in their backpack; no sketchbook needed this year, though! We’ll be making our own!
	Date
	Lesson
	Concept
	Media

	9/8
	Intro, portfolio, expectations
	Syllabus, make portfolios, start Name Tiles
	Paper, pencils

	9/15
	Name Tiles
	Complete Name Tiles project with color scheme
	Markers, ink

	9/22
	Bespoke Bookbinding
	Create marbled papers for book end-papers
	Marbling inks, paper

	9/29
	Bespoke Bookbinding
	Make holes and stitch together signatures
	Paper, linen thread

	10/6
	Bespoke Bookbinding
	Create custom book cover to contain pages
	Bookcloth, chipboard, glue

	10/13
	Bespoke Bookbinding
	Assemble final sketchbook and begin use!
	Glue, brushes, folding tools

	10/20
	Practical Basketry
	Plan a useful basket, begin weaving basket
	Cotton weaving core

	10/27
	Practical Basketry
	Continue weaving walls, refine basket shape
	Weaving core, yarn

	11/3
	Practical Basketry
	Add interesting textures and storytelling
	Fabric, found objects

	11/10
	Practical Basketry
	Finish basket with final details
	Tapestry needles, yarn

	11/17
	Soundsuit Sculpture
	Make armature for figure sculpture
	Wire, wooden base

	12/1
	Soundsuit Sculpture
	Begin wrapping armature in textile elements
	Fabric, adhesive

	12/8
	Soundsuit Sculpture
	Add smaller textile and found object details
	Yarn, findings, adhesive

	12/15
	Soundsuit Sculpture
	Finish sculpture with final design elements
	3D collage elements

	1/5
	Kandinsky Abstracts
	Listen to music, create main composition 
	Acrylic paint, canvas

	1/12
	Kandinsky Abstracts
	Translate music to more colors and textures
	Acrylics, texture medium

	1/19
	Kandinsky Abstracts
	Finalize details, directions and focal point
	Acrylic paint markers

	1/26
	Aslan Collage
	Begin with tinted ground, sketch composition
	Craft paint, canvas

	2/2
	Aslan Collage
	Use collage elements to define colors and shapes
	Collage paper, paint

	2/9
	Aslan Collage
	Add final textures and colors
	Found objects, paint

	2/16
	Succulent Still Life
	Sketch succulent plants from life, study color
	Pencils, ink pens

	2/23
	Succulent Still Life
	Add ink outlines, value markings, and color
	Ink pens, colored pencils

	3/2
	Succulent Still Life
	Finalize colors with layered colored pencils
	Colored pencils

	3/9
	Beyond the Border
	Make border, decide on focal item, draw extras
	Pencils, watercolor paper

	3/16
	Beyond the Border
	Ink outlines, begin watercolors on focal item
	Ink pens, watercolor paint

	3/30*
	Makeup Day in case of snow
	
	

	4/6
	Beyond the Border
	Finish painting with special effects
	Watercolor paint, salt

	4/13
	Gustav Klimt Portraits
	Study Klimt, cut out magazine figure, glue down
	Magazines, black paper

	4/20
	Gustav Klimt Portraits
	Begin adding gold details in the style of Klimt
	Gold markers

	4/27
	Gustav Klimt Portraits
	Finish details, add pops of color
	Colored pencils, pens

	4/27
	Spring Showcase!
	
	

	5/4
	Last Day!
	Return portfolios, sketchbook review, critique
	Portfolios, sketchbooks

	5/11*
	Makeup Day in case of snow
	
	



