Traditional and Modern       Art Grades 9-12	Mondays 8-9 am	
Teacher: Liz Wertz    715-307-4503    eliz.wertz@gmail.com

This is the first year that I’m offering an art class just for my high schoolers! Students will have the time and space to be able to dive into advanced techniques, while still being approachable for those who may not have as much prior experience with art. We’ll not only look at traditional art techniques like ceramics (which my older students have been requesting for a while!), still life painting and micrography, but we’ll also be looking at more recent applications in the art world that lead to more modern uses, from literary illustration to font design. Plus, students will have time to create a passion project, a painting of their choice using sketches, reference materials, ideas from art history, personal experiences, etc. I’m so excited to give these students the opportunity to delve deep into art and have the time to create detailed, incredible works of art!
Homework: The bulk of our projects will be completed in class, but on occasion students may be asked to research an artist/technique, do preliminary sketches, or work on steps of their artwork at home. This will be communicated in class as well as via my weekly email updates. 
REQUIRED MATERIALS:  
8 x 10 (or larger) sketchbook
	Date
	Lesson
	Concept
	Media

	9/8
	Intro, Font Design
	Make Portfolios, syllabus, sketch font ideas
	Sketchbooks, pencils

	9/15
	Font Design
	Draft typeface with unified theme and style
	Pencils, paper

	9/22
	Font Design
	Finalize font design, graphite transfer and ink
	Bristol paper, ink 

	9/29
	Font Design
	Last font details in ink, sketch ceramic project
	Ink 

	10/6
	Ceramics
	Choose slab vs. coil building clay, begin project
	Sketchbooks, clay

	10/13
	Ceramics
	Build main body of clay project w/method
	Clay, clay tools

	10/20
	Ceramics
	Continue adding details and textures
	Clay, clay tools

	10/27
	Ceramics
	Begin adding color to glazed pottery
	Ceramic glaze, brushes

	11/3
	Ceramics
	Add final details and color choices to creation
	Ceramic glaze, brushes

	11/10
	Literature Illustration
	Examine examples, review sketches and begin
	Sketchbooks, examples

	11/17
	Literature Illustration
	Finalize design in pencil and begin inking
	Ink fine liners

	12/1
	Literature Illustration
	Finish inking, begin color scheme and lighting
	Watercolors, brushes

	12/8
	Literature Illustration
	Continue to add more layers of light and shadow
	Watercolors, brushes

	12/15
	Literature Illustration
	Final details, focal point, visual interest
	Watercolor pencils, gouache

	1/5
	Still Life Painting
	Sketch still life layout, begin underpainting
	Canvas, pencil

	1/12
	Still Life Painting
	Flesh out underpainting, add main areas of color
	Acrylic paint, canvas

	1/19
	Still Life Painting
	Continue to add form, temperature, background 
	Acrylic paint, brushes

	1/26
	Still Life Painting
	Create smaller areas of texture, color, highlights
	Acrylic paint, brushes

	2/2
	Still Life Painting
	Finalize composition with small details
	Acrylic paint

	2/9
	Personal Passion Project
	Lightly block out layout on canvas, plan design
	Canvas, pencil

	2/16
	Personal Passion Project
	Begin underpainting and adding areas of color
	Canvas, acrylic wash

	2/23
	Personal Passion Project
	Use texture medium to build up areas of interest
	Acrylics, texture medium

	3/2
	Personal Passion Project
	Add areas of finer color and texture, focal point
	Acrylic paint, brushes

	3/9
	Personal Passion Project
	Finish painting with small details!
	Acrylic paint, brushes

	3/16
	Folk Art Micrography
	Look at examples, begin sketching ideas
	Sketchbooks

	3/30
	Makeup Day in Case of Snow
	
	

	4/6
	Folk Art Micrography
	Plan final drawing with double-line design
	Bristol paper, pencil

	4/13
	Folk Art Micrography
	Sketch lettering inside linework
	Bristol paper, pencil

	4/20
	Folk Art Micrography
	Begin inking design with constant handwriting
	Bristol paper, ink fine liners

	4/27
	Folk Art Micrography
	Finish inking design with last lettering details
	Bristol paper, fine liners

	4/27
	Spring Showcase!
	
	

	5/4
	Last Day!
	Teammate critique, class project review
	Portfolios, sketchbooks

	5/11
	Makeup Day in Case of Snow
	
	



